
Dear Friends: 

In a year of uncertainty, the ERA Coalition and the Fund for Women’s Equality have 
courageously forged ahead, gaining new allies, securing key legal and legislative advances, and 
building unprecedented momentum. Standing together with passionate partners and 
advocates all across the nation, we are closer than ever to the ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, which would prohibit discrimination based on sex under the Constitution. 

With COVID transforming our daily lives, this was a year of reinvention and reimagination, 
against a backdrop that brought tragedy and triumphs for women, all at the same time. As 
women bore the brunt of a global pandemic, we also witnessed the election of the first-ever 
woman and woman of color Vice President. As systemic racism and state violence continued to 
harm our communities, the country saw once again the fierce power of women of color to 
organize, drive, and lead lasting change.   

This landscape of equal parts progress and pushback is nothing new for women. And as we 
prepare to turn the calendar to 2021, there could not be a more pressing—or more 
promising—moment to secure constitutional equality in the United States. Because a year of 
challenge has also stirred new organizing, energy, and support for the ERA.  

Today, we stand together in a national, multiracial, intergenerational, and inclusive 
movement for the ERA and constitutional equality, grounded in new determination and 
focused on finishing the job that began almost one century ago.  

Throughout the nation, a growing chorus of changemakers are championing the ERA as the 
legal foundation and catalyst we need to drive—and protect—progress across so many of the 
struggles that unite us, from closing the equal pay gap to ending gender-based violence and 
workplace discrimination.  

As movements for justice and equality gain power and momentum, the ERA has gained even 
more urgency—offering a breakthrough opportunity to move equality from an aspiration to a 
living reality in communities all across our country.  

Amid struggles that take decades to win, this is a profound victory that is within our reach, one 
that will advance systemic change while delivering new momentum to equality movements 
everywhere.  

In the pages that follow, we chronicle and celebrate the many accomplishments of the past 
year. In each, we see the seeds of our strategy to take this year’s momentum even deeper and 
continue the march of progress toward constitutional equality in 2021.  
Elevating the leadership of women and non-binary people of color 



We are centering the voices of Black, Native American, women and girls and non-binary 
people of color in everything we do—as a matter of justice and because we trust deeply 
that these are the leaders who are poised to win. 

● This fundamental commitment guides our work inside and out. We were thrilled to
introduce the powerful new leadership team guiding our boards: ERA Coalition Board
Chair Kimberly Peeler-Allen and Fund for Women’s Equality Board Chair S. Mona Sinha.
We also hosted such events as the June Town Hall on Women of Color and the Equal
Rights Amendment, as well as the Black Women Vote Town Hall in October.

Expanding a national coalition for equality 
We are widening the circle for constitutional equality and building a groundswell for 
lasting change. 

● The ERA Coalition continued to grow in 2020 as we set our sights on meeting our goal of
500 organizations by 2025. Together we enlisted a wide array of new organizations,
from Delta Sigma Theta Sorority to City Harvest—and convened conversations on
topics ranging from violence against women to the rights of LGBTQIA+ people.

Gaining new legal and legislative ground 
We are building on historic advances with a bold new push in 2021. 

● 2020 was a year of landmark victories. In January, Virginia voted to become the 38th

state to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment, satisfying the requirement under the
Constitution that three quarters of the states ratify an amendment. Just one month
later, the House of Representatives voted to remove the time limit on the Equal Rights
Amendment. With the election of a new Congress in 2020, we are preparing to push
even further.

Building a multigenerational movement for change 
We are uniting a new generation to push for the ERA and an equal future for all. 

● From our annual Campus ERA Day to our Town Hall on Gen Z and the ERA, we are
elevating the ERA among a whole new generation and bringing fresh energy and allies to
the cause.

Building momentum in the corporate sector 
We are making equality a standard practice within the corporate sector—and putting 
business leaders on the frontlines of progress. 



● We celebrated the formation of a new corporate council, welcoming an array of
corporations that are committed to acting as champions of equality both inside and
outside of the workplace.

Holding elected officials accountable 
We are putting equality on the agenda in elections everywhere. 

● We reached out to over 1,200 candidates running for U.S. Senate and House of
Representatives asking a simple question: Do you support the ERA? Over 300 candidates
returned the survey, and we built an online community so voter could understand who
is standing up for change.

As 2021 brings a year of healing and rebuilding, it will also bring new openings in the fight for 
constitutional equality. Standing shoulder-to-shoulder with a deeply energized, diverse, and 
powerful movement for change, we are ready to lead the way once again. We are immensely 
thankful to you for your part in this journey and excited about what we will accomplish 
together in the year ahead. 

With gratitude and determination, 

Carol Jenkins       
CEO & President    



ERA Coalition 
Virginia Ratifies the Equal Rights Amendment 

On January 27th, the ERA Coalition witnessed history unfold when the Virginia State Legislature 
voted to become the 38th state to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment, satisfying the 
requirement under the U.S. Constitution that 3/4 of the States ratify an amendment. A victory 
that was decades in the making, the ERA Coalition worked closely with the Senate Chief Patron 
Senator Jennifer McClellan and House Chief Patron Delegate Jennifer Carroll Foy in the weeks 
leading up to the vote as the bills worked through committee and crossover. Both bills passed 
with bipartisan support. 

The ERA Coalition was honored to be invited to speak at the press conference prior to the vote 
held by the Speaker of the House of Delegates Eileen Filler-Corn. President and CEO Carol 
Jenkins stood in solidarity with our Lead Organizations, VA Ratify ERA, Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc., Feminist Majority and National Organization for Women as we prepared to make 
history together. The contributions of the ERA Coalition were recognized by the Chief Patrons 
on the day of the vote from the chamber floor and the organization was quoted in two stories 
written about the vote, in the Washington Post, and AP News.  

ERA House Chief Patron  
Del. Jennifer Carroll Foy 

ERA Senate Chief Patron 
Sen. Jennifer McClellan
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/01/27/virginia-just-passed-era-heres-why-we-still-need-it/
https://apnews.com/article/fd7f31ce50bc15184317d1abefb08da1


The U.S. House of Representatives Removes Time Limit from the ERA 

On February 13th, the U.S. House of Representatives voted to advance equality and remove the 
time limit on the Equal Rights Amendment when it passed H.J. Res. 79. The 232-183 vote was 
bipartisan, with Republicans and Democrats alike standing in support for gender equality. The 
energy in the chamber was electric as advocates watched from the gallery, defying House rules 
with cheers and applause when the 218th majority vote was cast. The ERA Coalition was 
honored to be with Representative Jackie Speier, send our well wishes just prior to the vote and 
celebrate the victory with ERA Leaders, such as Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney, at a reception 
afterwards. 

House Vote Press Conference and Democratic Caucus Breakfast 
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The day before the House voted to remove the time limit on the Equal Rights Amendment, the 
ERA Coalition participated in Speaker Pelosi's press conference with legislators and advocates. 
ERA Coalition President and CEO Carol Jenkins and Board Member Heidi Schreck, actor and 
author of Broadway and Netflix hit, What the Constitution Means to Me, were invited to speak 
by the Speaker. Coalition members American Association of University Women, Feminist 
Majority, NOW, Equality Now, YWCA, VARatifyERA, National Women's Political Caucus, National 
League of Women Voters and partner National Women's Law Center were all present. It was a 
rousing sendoff to the historic vote. 

Earlier that morning, ERA Coalition President and CEO Carol Jenkins was also honored to be 
invited to speak at Majority Whip James Clyburn's Democratic Caucus Breakfast. The ERA 
Coalition was invited to speak to the importance of passing HJ Res 79, removing the time limit 
from the 1972 Equal Rights Amendment. The breakfast was attended by Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney, Representatives Jackie 
Speier, Adam Schiff, Maxine Waters, Lucy McBath and many more. 

Pressuring the Senate to Act 

With passage of the bill to remove the time limit in the House of Representatives, we set our 
sights on the Senate. In the 116th Congress, the Senate companion bill, SJ Res 6, set a new 

Majority Whip James Clyburn House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
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record with 49 co-sponsors, including the entire Senate Democratic Caucus and two 
Republicans. Despite the bipartisan leadership of Senator Ben Cardin (MD) and Senator Lisa 
Murkowski (AK), Senate leadership released statements that they would not move the bill 
forward.  

In order to pressure the Senate to act, we launched a petition asking the Senate to vote to pass 
SJ Res 6. After surpassing our goal of 5,000 signatures, we sent a letter from ERA Coalition CEO 
and President Carol Jenkins to the Senate Judiciary Committee, delivering the petition and 
urging the Committee to move forward with a vote on SJ Res 6. The petition was signed by 
thousands of our supporters, who hoped to see movement on the bill before the end of the 
116th Congressional session.  

Elect Equality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ERA Coalition worked hard during the 2020 election cycle to educate voters on the 
importance of electing equality. In order to achieve this goal, we launched our Elect Equality 
website, www.eracoalition.org/electequality, to help ensure pro-ERA legislators were elected in 
2020. 35 Senate seats, all 435 House seats and 8 of the 12 unratified state legislatures were up 
for election. We reached out to over 1200 candidates running for U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives asking a simple question: Do you support the ERA? Over 300 candidates 
returned the survey. The website continues to be updated to show the results of the election 
and provide our members information on who will be entering Congress in 2021 and whether 
they are supporters of equality.  
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“Electing Equality” An Allied Organization Event at the DNC 

In August, the ERA Coalition held a virtual allied organization event at the Democratic National 
Convention, co-sponsored with our lead organization Feminist Majority. The event--Electing 
Equality: The Final Push for the Equal Rights Amendment--had almost 2,000 participants, and 
attendees sent in hundreds of questions. The conversation was centered on the importance of 
electing pro-ERA candidates, and how the fate of the ERA rests on what we do at the ballot-box. 

ERA Coalition President and CEO Carol Jenkins and Eleanor Smeal, Co-Founder and President of 
Feminist Majority, hosted the event with a distinguished list of panelists: Dolores Huerta - 
Activist and Co-Founder of United Farm Workers, Senator Pat Spearman - Nevada State 
Senator,  Tina Tchen - Former Director of the Office for Women and Girls in the Obama White 
House, Alyssa Milano - Actor, Activist, ERA Coalition Advisory Council Member, Kimberly Peeler-
Allen - Board Chair of the ERA Coalition and S. Mona Sinha - Board Chair of the Fund for 
Women's Equality. 

Special guests included SJ Res 6 lead sponsor Senator Ben Cardin (MD), Senator Tammy Baldwin 
(WI), Congresswoman Barbara Lee (CA-13), HJ Res 79 lead sponsor Congresswoman Jackie 
Speier (CA-14), Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal (WA-07), Congresswoman Deb Haaland (NM-
01), Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia (TX-29), Virginia State Senator Jennifer McClellan and 
Virginia Delegate Jennifer Carroll Foy. 
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Meet the Chairs Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 30th, we hosted our Meet the Chairs event to introduce the powerful new 
leadership team on the boards of the ERA Coalition and its sister organization the Fund for 
Women’s Equality. Kimberly Peeler-Allen, ERA Coalition Board Chair, is a nationally recognized 
political strategist and co-founder of Higher Heights, the leading organization harnessing Black 
women’s political power across the country. S. Mona Sinha, Fund for Women’s Equality Board 
Chair, is a globally recognized advocate for gender equality in business and society who works 
at the intersection of social justice and women’s leadership 

The evening featured a series of inspiring interviews with the Chairs and a special performance 
by Board Member and Writer of What the Constitution Means to Me, Heidi Schreck;  
Interviewees included Oscar winning actor and activist, Patricia Arquette; actor and activist, 
Alyssa Milano; advocate and author of Growing Up X, Ilyasah Shabazz; President  and CEO of 
the Translatin@ Coalition, Bamby Salcedo; Co-Founder and Executive Director of the National 
Domestic Workers Alliance,  Ai-Jen Poo; and remarks from ERA Coalition/FFWE CEO and 
President Carol Jenkins and President Emerita Jessica Neuwirth. 
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Campus ERA Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On April 27th, the ERA Coalition and the Eva Kasten Grove Fellowship Program at Roosevelt 
House Public Policy Institute at Hunter College hosted the fourth annual Campus ERA Day. 
Students attending represented colleges from many states including South Carolina, New 
Hampshire, Michigan, Mississippi, and Hawaii on Zoom. 

President and CEO Carol Jenkins and DC Director/Director, Outreach and Advocacy Bettina 
Hager led a cohort of fellows who, in the middle of their semester, quickly adapted to a new 
virtual reality as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The event was fully virtual and the most 
successful to date.  

ERA Coalition CEO and President Carol Jenkins moderated the event. Panelists included award-
winning actor and activist Alyssa Milano, Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney (NY-12), ERA Coalition 
Legal Task Force Chair Linda Coberly, Nevada State Senator Dr. Patricia Spearman, ERA 
Coalition Board Member and former Illinois state representative Steve Andersson, Virginia 
Delegate Jennifer Carroll Foy, and high school sophomore and Executive Director of Generation 
Ratify Rosie Couture. Senators Cardin and Murkowski, co-sponsors of SJ Res 6 to remove the 
time limit on the ERA, sent video messages speaking to the importance of the event. 

Expanding our Coalition 

The ERA Coalition continued to grow in 2020, as we set our sights on meeting our goal of 500 
organizations by 2025. New Lead Organizations include Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc, General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, and the League of Women Voters. Other new member 
organizations include Fairfax County Commission for Women, National Alliance to End Sexual 
Violence, National Association of Commissions for Women, Virginia Sexual and Domestic 
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Violence Action Alliance, Virginia Poverty Law Center, Women’s Equality Center and Action 
Network, WomenSphere, Period Equity, Global Fund for Women, Sojourners and City Harvest. 

Our Coalition partners were instrumental in moving our work forward as we all switched to 
advocacy and lobbying in a virtual world. Coalition staff and leadership joined advocates from 
across the country in Congressional staff lobbying meetings, and led letter writing campaigns to 
Congress and local media. We continued our biweekly calls, providing a space of community for 
advocates of equality. 
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FUND FOR WOMEN’S EQUALITY 
 
Town Hall Series 

The Fund for Women’s Equality, and its sister organization the ERA Coalition, held a series of 
virtual Town Halls focused on expanding the conversation on what the Equal Rights 
Amendment will do once codified in the U.S. Constitution.  

Covering the topics of the ERA and Violence Against Women, Women of Color, Black Women 
Vote, LGBTQIA+ and Gen Z, our goal was to highlight the relevance of the Equal Rights 
Amendment in the equality movement in 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 13th, we launched the series with our first ERA Town Hall, a general discussion on the 
need for the ERA, featuring ERA leaders and experts. Panelists included actor and ERA activist, 
Alyssa Milano; Nevada State Senator Pat Spearman, ERA Coalition Legal Task Force Chair, Linda 
Coberly; Former Illinois State Representative and ERA Coalition Board Member Steve 
Andersson; Executive Director of Generation Ratify Rosie Couture; Congresswoman Jackie 
Speier (CA-14), Senator Ben Cardin (MD) and a special video message from Senator Lisa 
Murkowski (AK).  

Our next Town Hall was on the ERA and Violence Against Women, examining the ways the ERA 
can be used in the future to stop gender-based violence. Panelists included Senator Richard 
Blumenthal (CT), Supreme Court Plaintiff Jessica Lenahan, Legal Momentum President Carol 
Moody, Fairfax, VA Commission on Women Board Chair Lisa Sales, Professor Carrie Bettinger-
Lopez, Nevada State Senator Pat Spearman and ERA Coalition President Emerita Jessica 
Neuwirth.  
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On June 18th, as our nation protested in outrage over the death of George Floyd and legacy of 
systemic racism, we held a Town Hall on Women of Color and the Equal Rights Amendment. 
Panelists included Chief Patron of the Equal Rights Amendment in Virginia’s House of Delegates, 
Delegate Jennifer Carroll Foy, Executive Director and Publisher of the Feminist Press Jamia 
Wilson; Advocate and Author of Rage Becomes Her: The Power of Women’s Anger Soraya 
Chemaly; Advocate and Author of Growing Up X, Ilyasah Shabazz; Director of Policy and 
Government Relations at Girls for Gender Equity Ashley Sawyer; and Fund for Women’s 
Equality Board Chair S. Mona Sinha. 

On October 12th, we hosted our Black Women Vote Town Hall with Black women leaders about 
the November 3rd election--the power of the Black women's vote, the expectations and the 
strategies in the few days left. The event was moderated by Errin Haines, Founding Member 
and Editor at Large at the 19th. Panelists included Beverly Smith, National President and CEO of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.; Teresa Younger, President and CEO of Ms. Foundation for 
Women; Dr. Brittney Cooper, Associate Professor of Africana Studies at Rutgers University, and 
author of Eloquent Rage; Aimee Allison, Founder and President of She the People, Fund for 
Women’s Equality/ERA Coalition CEO and President Carol Jenkins and Fund for Women’s 
Equality/ERA Coalition intern Aminat Sanusi. 
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On October 26th, we held our LGBTQIA+ and the ERA Town Hall to discuss the status of rights 
and protections for the diverse LGBTQIA+ community --and what the ERA will do to ensure 
them. The panel was moderated by Dru Levasseur, Esq., ERA Coalition Board Member and 
Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion for the National LGBT Bar Association; Nevada State 
Senator Pat Spearman; San Francisco Commission on the Status of Women Commissioner 
Andrea Shorter; Victoria Kirby, York Acting Director for the Advocacy and Action Department 
at the LGBTQ Task Force, and Kate Kelly, Queer, Feminist, attorney and ERA Activist and host of 
House of the Ordinary Equality Podcast.  

On November 30th, the ERA Coalition’s intern cohort organized and produced a Town Hall on 
Gen Z and the ERA, moderated by ERA Coalition Lead Intern Aminat Sanusi. Gen Z Activist 
leaders spoke to the relevance of the Equal Rights Amendment in today’s society. Panelists 
included Rosie Couture, Generation Ratify Executive Director; Caleb Simmons, Athletes 
4CHNGES Foundation Director; Jude Schroder, ERA Activist and Filmmaker; Jules Heningburg, 
Premier Lacrosse League Player; and Hailey Dickinson, ERA Minnesota Youth Council Member 
and Vice President. 
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The Attorneys General of VA, IL and NV sue the U.S. Archivist 

Following the instruction of the Department of Justice Office of Legal Counsel, upon receipt of 
Virginia’s ratification, the U.S. Archivist refused to recognize it as the last necessary state 
needed to publish and certify the Equal Rights Amendment. On January 30th, Attorneys General 
Mark Herring of Virginia, Kwame Raoul of Illinois and Aaron Ford of Nevada took legal action 
to support constitutional equality for women.  

The Fund for Women’s Equality, and sister organization ERA Coalition, stood by the side of the 3 
Attorneys General. FFWE President and CEO Carol Jenkins spoke at the press conference 
announcing the litigation in support of their lawsuit to compel the U.S. Archivist to publish and 
certify the ERA, honoring the legislators and advocates in these three states, who have brought 
us to this historic moment in time. 

Amicus Briefs Filed in Support of the 3 AGs 

Virginia Attorney General Mark Herring, Nevada Solicitor 
General Heidi Parry Stern, Illinois Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul
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On July 1st, 52 organizations, including the Fund for Women’s Equality and ERA Coalition, filed 
an amicus curiae brief opposing the efforts of the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) to stop the 
Equal Rights Amendment following its ratification by Nevada, Illinois and Virginia – the final 
three of the thirty-eight states required for an amendment to the Constitution. We spent over 6 
weeks leading the outreach to partner organizations in the broader social justice movement to 
sign on. Signers included TIME’S UP, YWCA, Black Women’s Roundtable, Feminist Majority, 
Voto Latino, League of Women Voters, Legal Momentum, Hadassah, Union Theological 
Seminary, and Others. The creation of the brief, which was filed by Winston & Strawn LLC, was 
spearheaded by ERA Coalition Legal Task Force Chair and Winston & Strawn Chicago Managing 
Partner Linda Coberly and ERA Coalition President Emerita Jessica Neuwirth.   

An additional 11 briefs were filed in support of the Attorneys General. Briefs were filed by state 
officials, business and corporate entities, and advocacy organizations across the country.  

“First Women” Campaign with Jane Walker by Johnnie Walker 

On December 10th, the Fund for Women’s Equality and its sister organization, the ERA Coalition, 
joined Jane Walker by Johnnie Walker to recognize Human Rights Day and launch “First 
Women,” a national campaign to celebrate, inspire and empower more women to break 
boundaries.  

Link to full ad here. 
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